
OPERATION OPERATION 
 

Purpose:  Students will be able to recall the order of operations by characterizing each step with a physical 

activity.  Students will solve order of operation equations by using numbers they achieve through physical 

activity. 

 

Suggested Grade Level:  4-5 

 

Math SOL:  Computation and Estimation 4.4, 5.4, 5.7 

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:  
1. One worksheet (provided) per person  

2. Stop watch 

3. Calculators  

4. Cones (optional) 

5. Hula Hoops (optional) 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Copy worksheet for each student. 

2. Have stopwatch or watch with a second hand. 

3. Calculators for each student (if needed). 

 

Directions: 

1. Have students discuss the order of operation. 

2. Suggest ways to remember the order by using physical activity. 

3. Ask students for their own ideas. 

4. Pass out worksheet. 

5. Have class participate in each activity under ACTIVITY #1 and record their answer in each blank, in order, 

under the PROBLEM. 

6. Instruct students to solve the problem they produce in step 5. 

7. Complete Activity #2 and Activity #3. 

8. Have students exchange papers with a partner to check their work. 

 

Teaching Suggestions: 

1. Walk around the room and make sure that students are filling in blanks properly and using the correct order 

of operations. 

2. Provide calculators if needed. 

 

Modifications/Variations: 

1. Choose whatever activities you would like students to do depending on the equipment you may or may not 

have, or change the physical activity time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools 

(WJCCPS), Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson 

can be used and reproduced without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  

                                                                  
 



ORDER OF OPERATIONS ACTIVITY WORKSHEET 
 

Name ______________________  Date: _____________ 

  
Do the activities for each problem, fill in the blanks, and complete the equation.  

 

Activity #1 

1
st
 blank:  # of jumps in 15 seconds 

2
nd

 blank: # of giant steps to get from yellow cone to blue cone 

3
rd

 blank:  # of toe touches you can do in 15 seconds 
 

PROBLEM : 

  

_____ x ( 6 +____) - ____ = ____ 

 

  

 

Activity #2 

1
st
 blank:  # of hops you can do on one foot without stopping 

2
nd

 blank:  # of pushups you can do in 30 seconds 

3
rd

 bland:  # of girls in the class 
 

PROBLEM  

  

 (2 x ____) + ____ - _____ = ____ 

 

 

 

Activity #3 

1
st
 blank: # of jumping jacks you can do in 30 seconds 

2
nd

 blank:  # steps to get from the orange cone to the purple cone and back 

3
rd

 blank:  # of times you win rock paper scissors out of 5 times. 

4
th

 blank:  # of boys in the class 
 

PROBLEM  

 

____+ (____ x ____) -  ____ = ____ 

 
Lesson: Operation Operation 

 



ORDER OF OPERATIONS 

 

P  ush ups 

M arching 

D  ribbling 

A  ir guitar 

S  cissor kicks 
(Parenthesis, Multiplication or Division, 

Addition or Subtraction) 
 


